REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE, ROT, IN THAT ORDER

Although it may not be possible to fully eliminate waste, there are ways to reduce waste by transforming most trash into resources. This will also reduce tipping fees for the Town so funds can be reallocated for more important purposes.

REDUCE (PRECYCLE): Prevent & minimize waste before it happens

Opt-Out of Junk Mail: Reduce the volume of paper to recycle. Enroll at: www.dmachoice.org
Out-out of bank and other statements and access them online instead. 

Reusables: Switch from disposable to reusable products: food and beverage containers, cups, plates, batteries, diapers, towels, shopping bags, etc.

Reduce Purchases: In general, think before you buy any product - do you really need it? How did the production of this product impact the environment and what further impacts will there be with the disposal of the product (and associated packaging materials)?

Share or Borrow items between friends and neighbors. Additional ideas at: www.halifax.ca/wrms/precycling.html
REUSE: Consider products you own a resource, not waste

Donations: Donate to charity or thrift stores household items (and buy used): clothes, furniture, dishes, books, sports equipment, appliances, electronics, computer equipment, cell phones, cameras, iPod/MP3 Players, laptops, PDAs, etc. Also explore: www.recyclingforcharities.com
Building materials & equipment: Donate to companies like Community Forklift that specializes in selling these used materials.

Freecycle: Offer your gently used products on a local freecycle listserve at: www.freecycle.org
Or on the Cheverly Exchange at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Cheverly_Exchange
Sell: Sell items on Ebay, Craig’s List, consignment shops, to a neighbor, etc.

RECYCLE: Most materials have value as a resource to create new products

Participate in the Town recycling program: Paper (mailers, magazines, cardboard, etc.), plastic (bottles, containers, etc.), aluminum & steel cans, and plastic bags can all be left in your recycling bin at the curb each Wednesday. Electronics can be left beside your bin. If it has a cord it should go in electronic recycling. Yard waste is collected Monday. For appliance pick-up of washers, dryers, stoves, refrigerators, air conditioners, water heaters, and microwaves call 301-773-2666. Details at: www.cheverly-md.gov/Pages/CheverlyMD_PubWorks/trash
Only 50% of Cheverly households fully participate in recycling, even though recycling is mandatory. An increase to 75% participation would eliminate many tons of waste and reduce Town tipping fees by thousands of dollars. And the recycled materials could be reused as a resource to produce new products.

ROT: Turn food scraps & soiled paper waste into compost

Participate in the Town Compost Program: You can purchase a bin for only $20. Fruit or vegetable scraps, soiled paper products, leaves, grass clippings, coffee grounds, etc., can be composted. Learn more from the Compost Guide at: 

www.nieinstitute.org/compost.pdf
To order a bin e-mail Doug Alexander at:

dalexander@nieinstitute.org
